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bring down the results to the latest period,
according to the original design. From what
has been stated, however, it will be evident
that this part of the work has been executed
under great comparative disadvantages*

The author has no longer had the same means
of ready reference to official and private corre-
spondence under which it was his boast to have
compiled the original narrative. He is sensible,
also, that much of the favour, and still more of
the credit and authenticity with which his first
publication was viewed, were owing to the official
situation he then filled, and the intimate rela-
tion with the head of the Indian government, in
which* from that circumstance, he was supposed
to be placed* This certainly is an advantage he
cannot claim for any thing new in the present
edition; moreover, the distance from his friends,
amongst the actors and parties concerned in the
events recorded, has deprived him of the power
of reference to their judgment and superior in-
teUigeaee, an advantage of which he before
largely availed himself. In the present instance,
therefore, the public have the fruit of the AU-